
Newsletter - Thursday 18th March 2021 
 

CONGRATULATIONS EMIRATES TEAM NEW ZEALAND 
The racing over the last few weeks has been incredible and our 
children and staff have loved talking about it.  They talked about 
their predictions, the design of the boats, shared their 
knowledge of all the racing tactics and team jobs….but most of 
all their desire to see NZ win.  Today they came in excited and it 
didn’t talk long. 
 
TEACHER ONLY DAY TOMORROW. 
Tomorrow school will be closed as the whole staff are undertaking training for the 
implementation of the “Pause, Breathe, Smile” programme.  This programme will 
strengthen our overall Hauora Summit Learner value and S.H.A.R.P school culture.   
 
Pause Breathe Smile programme is an initiative supported by Southern Cross Health and 
the New Zealand Mental Health Services.  It is designed to develop positive mind/mental 
health skills that will support young people to be confident and connected, actively 
involved, life-long learners.  This is achieved by upskilling our teachers with specific skills 
and tools so our children can learn important emotion regulation skills, develop greater 
self-awareness and kindness through mindfulness activities and strategies. It also builds 
emotional literacy and resilience and helps our kids to develop a positive sense of 
connection to themselves, others and the natural world.   
 
Evaluation of the programme shows improvements in children’s ability to remain calm 
and have a positive growth mindset increases while reducing stress, increases of attention, 
behaviour and overall compassion and empathy for self and others. 
To learn more you might want to check out their website https://pausebreathesmile.nz/ 
Or watch a short Youtube clip https://youtu.be/2s_nkIo3TwM  

 
RIPPA RUGBY. 
Over the next few weeks, all of our children will be involved in Rippa Rugby 
classes with the coaches from Wairarapa Bush Rugby. 
Children will be learning the fundamental skills and enjoying a few “fun 
competitive” games with their class or buddy class. 
Thank you to our coaches Sinead and Cameron for sharing their expertise 
and time! 
 

INTERSCHOOL SWIMMING 
On Monday we had 54 children take part in the Interschool Swimming Champs.  Overall 
our children did exceptionally well with a large number of them finishing in the top 5 of 
every race.  These children will now represent the South Wairarapa at the Regional 
Swimming sports event.  
 

“DREAMS COME IN A SIZE TOO BIG, SO THAT YOU CAN GROW IN TO THEM!”  

https://pausebreathesmile.nz/
https://youtu.be/2s_nkIo3TwM


YEAR 7 CAMP by Hazel Williams and Eva Ross. 
We had been looking forward to going to Year 7 camp 
since the beginning of the year.  On day 1 we set up 
our tents.  Some people struggled but we didn’t. 
Beachy said our tent was like the Taj Mahal of all 
tents and another tent was called Buckingham 
Palace.  One of the dads and one of the kids had giant 
airbeds that looked super comfy but did not leave 
much room for anything else in their tent and took a 
couple of people to carry them in. 
We did four different activities at Beachy’s camp.  We 
did SlugGuns, Sumo Wrestling in the giant suits, 
Archery and rafting.  After lunch, we then went on 
the giant water slide.  It went down a huge hill and at 
the bottom was a water area with big crash pads.  It 
was really fun especially when he pushed us at the 
top so we could go really fast. 
For tea, we had yummy lasagne except a few of us 
were a little disappointed that we didn’t get burgers 
like last year...maybe next year!   
On the second day, we had to build our own rafts.  We 
built them out of wood, rope, barrels and anything else we could find.  We started off with 
one raft, except it was really unbalanced and sunk.  Then we joined a couple of rafts 
together and it worked really well so everyone else copied.   
 

Ngā mihi maioha Miss Patrice O’Connor 
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Dates For Your Diary 

8/9th Mar  Year 7 Camp 

10th Mar  Learning Conferences 
12.30-7.30pm  

11th Mar  Learning Conferences 
12.30-5.15pm 

12th Mar  Winter Sports signup, 
1-1.45pm 

16/18th Mar 
 
19th Mar 

Year 8 Camp 
 
Teacher Only Day 

School Information 

Phone  06 304 9007 

Email  office@greytown.school.n 
principal@greytown.school.nz 

Website  https://www.greytown.school.nz 

Bank Acc  03 0609 0124353 00 
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